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Since its formation, agriculture has been a 
stabilizing force and a major contributor to the 
economy of Manatee County. The annual impact 
of agriculture on the economy of Manatee County 
is estimated at over $500 million, and Manatee 
County ranks in the top ten of Florida’s sixty-seven 
counties in agricultural sales. Early commodities 
in Manatee County included turpentine, tobacco, 
sugarcane, cotton, pineapple, lettuce, tomatoes 
and gladiolus. Of that list, today, only tomatoes 
and gladiolus are produced in Manatee County, 
but they are joined by a number of other types 
of produce including an assortment of vegetables 
and fruit, citrus, hay, and ornamental horticulture 
including trees, turf, plants and flowers. With the 
labels, growers identified their brands and placed 
them on the ends of the wooden packing crates 
used before cardboard boxes became available in 
the 1960s. The colorful labels featured the name 
of the farmer and the product, along with the 
region where it was grown. The labels were an 
important part of marketing, and as such, often 
featured wonderful art. They illustrate, not only 
the types of produce grown in Manatee County, 
but the importance of agriculture to our economy 
and to our way of life.
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In the days before radio, television or the Internet, Manatee County farmers and growers spread the 
word about the area’s lush soil, temperate climate and fine products through a unique method of 
advertising, the packing label. These brightly colored paper labels were affixed to the sides of wooden 
crates containing a variety of produce, vegetables, fruits and flowers to be shipped throughout the 
United States and the world. From packing houses, to train depots, then to grocery stores and markets 
and across the country, the packing labels extolled the lure and lore of Manatee County. Red Gator, 
Royal Palm, Moccasin Brand, they all spoke of exotic locales and rich, tasty foods available year round 
in the festive lands of Florida. The packing labels did more than promote Manatee County’s farm 
industry, as they appealed to tourists and potential new residents as well. 

The packing labels, used as illustrations here, were donated to the Manatee County Agricultural 
Museum by Jim Thielen. The beautiful labels are works of art illustrating our community’s agricultural 
heritage. Please plan on visiting the Manatee County Agricultural Museum and learn about the important 
role of agriculture in our community’s past and present. The museum is open Tuesday-Friday and 
two Saturdays a month. Go to http://www.manateeclerk.com/historical/AgMuseum.aspx for more 
information. 

Manatee County still depends on its agricultural base. Agriculture is a stabilizing force in our community, 
feeding its citizens in good times and bad. The annual impact of agriculture on the economy of Manatee 
County is estimated at over $500 million, and Manatee County ranks in the top ten of Florida’s sixty-
seven counties in agricultural sales. Within the pages of this Popular Report and the images inspired by 
agriculture, you will not only learn about Manatee County’s economic standing, but the products that 
make this a unique and prosperous place to live and work. 
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aCCoMPliSHMENTS aT a GlaNCE

•	 Collected	 $27.3	 million	 in	 child	 support	 for	 the	 children	 of	 Manatee	 County.	 Manatee	 County	 exceeds	 state	
averages for the percentage of cases with support orders and percentage of child support collected.

•	 The	Courts	civil	division	conducted	2,430	foreclosure	sales	utilizing	our	online	auction	service																					
(www.manatee.realforeclose.com) during the fiscal year.

•	 The	Violence	Protection	division	aided	in	the	filing	of	1,593	injunctions	for	protection,	commonly	referred	to	
as “restraining orders,” for victims of domestic, repeat, sexual and dating violence.

•	 The	Department	of	Financial	Recovery	(DFR)	collected	approximately	$624,000	for	fines	and	court	costs	legally	
owed	this	fiscal	year.	Since	its	inception	in	July,	2004,	the	DFR	has	collected	in	excess	of	$3.2	million	in	fines	
and court costs which may have gone uncollected.

•	 Our	 Indigence	Examiners	collected	$107,586	 this	 year,	bringing	 the	cumulative	 total	 since	 January,	2008	 to	
nearly	$305,000.	These	monies	previously	went	uncollected	until	responsibility	was	given	to	the	Clerk.

•	 350	children	ages	10	to	17	successfully	completed	Teen	Court	and	Teen	Court	Too	and	contributed	over	11,511	
community	service	hours	 to	 the	community.	Additionally,	253	youth	volunteers	donated	over	3,322	hours	of	
volunteer time to the community.

•	 3,534	Manatee	County	students	participated	in	the	school	programs	offered	at	 the	Manatee	Village	Historical	
Park,	the	Palmetto	Historical	Park	and	the	Manatee	County	Agricultural	Museum.

•	 Volunteers	at	the	Palmetto	Historical	Park	and	Manatee	County	Agricultural	Museum	donated	4,134	hours	of	
community service.

•	 1,139	 local	 students	 participated	 in	 the	 Manatee	 County	 History	 Fair,	 hosted	 each	 year	 by	 our	 Historical	
Resources department.

•	 Foster	Care	Citizen	Review	provided	reviews	 this	 year	 for	164	Manatee	County	children,	using	33	volunteers	
serving	on	6	panels.

•	 Maintained	a	Standard	and	Poor’s	rating	of	‘AAAf’	for	credit	quality	and	‘S1+’	volatility	rating	on	the	County’s	
investment portfolio.

•	 Received	 our	 31st	 consecutive	 Certificate	 of	 Achievement	 for	 Excellence	 in	 Financial	 Reporting	 from	 the	
Government	Finance	Officers	Association	(GFOA)	for	our	2009	Comprehensive	Annual	Financial	Report.

•	 Received	our	12th	consecutive	GFOA	Award	for	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Popular	Annual	Financial	Reporting	
for	our	2009	Popular	Report.

•	 The	 Internal	 Audit	 Department	 issued	 13	 audit	 reports,	 provided	 1,000	 consulting	 hours	 in	 the	 form	 of	
departmental assistance, and provided 500 hours to assist the external auditors in their auditing of the County’s 
financial statements (reducing the cost of the audit services).

•	 Kept	minutes	at	185	meetings	of	20	Boards	and	Committees.

2009-2010
Clerk of the Circuit Court
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I	am	pleased	to	share	with	you	the	2010	Popular	Report	for	Manatee	County.	This	document	will	help	you	understand	our	
County’s	 financial	performance	and	well	being	 for	 the	 fiscal	 year	 ending	September	30,	2010	 in	 a	 valuable,	 summarized	
format that every resident can use. 

You hold within your hands not only a report that outlines Manatee County’s financial success and stability, but a collection 
of works of art. These graphics cannot be found in an art museum, but came from the sides of wooden crates used to ship 
fruits and vegetables from Manatee County around the world. Along with this copy of our county’s Popular Report, I think 
you	will	enjoy	seeing	these	pieces	of	our	past	saved	for	us	by	Jim	Thielen	and	the	staff	and	volunteers	at	the	Manatee	County	
Agricultural Museum. 

I	have	a	personal	interest	in	the	packing	labels.	My	father,	Dick	Shore,	was	a	tomato	grower	and	shipper	on	the	north	side	of	
the	Manatee	River.	He	worked	alongside	many	of	the	other	farmers	whose	labels	are	illustrated	here.	Someday,	I	hope	to	find	
a copy of my family’s packing label to show my own children and grandchildren. It was called Whisenant-Shore Farms. 

While	my	 father	was	 a	 farmer,	 it	 is	my	 job	 to	be	 the	 comptroller	of	Manatee	County’s	 finances.	 I	 am	proud	 that	 despite	
strains upon our community with a tightening economy, Manatee County’s Investment Portfolio has been given a ranking of 
‘AAAf’	with	an	‘S1+’	volatility	rating.	This	is	the	highest	ranking	given	and	few	municipal	investment	portfolios	in	the	State	of	
Florida	or	the	United	States	have	earned	this	achievement.	I	am	very	proud	of	this	office	and	the	people	who	work	here.	Our	
stewardship of the County’s investments, on behalf of our citizens, is a responsibility we take seriously. 

Should	you	desire	more	information,	the	Finance	Department	of	the	Clerk	of	Circuit	Court’s	Office	also	produces	the	more	
detailed Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). The CAFR meets stringent governmental accounting standards and 
is evaluated by rating agencies to assess Manatee County’s financial stability, leading to favorable interest and insurance rates. 
I	am	also	proud	that	we	are	able	to	publish	our	CAFR	as	quickly	as	we	do.	Each	year,	the	CAFR	we	produce	is	recognized	as	
not only being one of the first to be completed in the country, but is the first to be published in Florida.

I	am	pleased	that	for	the	31st	year,	our	CAFR	has	received	the	Certificate	of	Achievement	for	Excellence	in	Financial	Reporting	
from	 the	Government	Finance	Officers	Association.	While	 the	responsibility	 for	 the	accuracy	of	 the	data	 lies	with	me,	 the	
recognition	of	receiving	this	prestigious	award	goes	to	our	Finance	Department.	All	four	financial	reports	prepared	by	this	
office; this Popular Report, the CAFR and the Port Manatee and Public Utility System reports, are available on-line at www.
manateclerk.com,	or	on	CD.	These	reports	are	available	by	contacting	our	Finance	Department	at	(941)	749-1800	Ext.	6102.	
In addition, this Popular Report is available in hard copy and available in many locations throughout the county, including 
this office and the public libraries. 

The packing labels show us that valuable information can be found in unique ways when utilizing new opportunities for 
gathering	that	data.	At	the	Clerk’s	Office,	I	strive	to	run	a	modern,	efficient	office	while	holding	fast	to	the	values	of	honesty	
and	service	to	the	Citizens	of	Manatee	County.	I	am	just	as	proud	of	my	work	as	the	farmers	and	growers	who	shared	their	
vision for the community with the world through these labels. As you read through these pages, may you learn more about 
this great county, its past, present and future. 

Thank you for taking the time to learn about Manatee County’s financial strengths. If you have comments or suggestions on 
how	we	can	improve	our	Popular	Report,	please	contact	my	office	by	phone,	(941)	749-1800	or	by	visiting	our	web	site	at	
www.manateeclerk.com.

Respectfully,

R.B.”Chips” Shore
Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller 

A Message from Chips Shore
MaNaTEE CouNTy ClErk oF THE CirCuiT CourT aNd CoMPTrollEr
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The	Government	Finance	Officers	Association	of	the	United	States	and	Canada	(GFOA)	has	given	
an	Award	for	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Popular	Annual	financial	Reporting	to	Manatee	County,	
Florida	 for	 its	Popular	Annual	Financial	Report	 for	 the	 fiscal	year	ended	September	30,	2009.	
The	Award	for	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Popular	Annual	financial	Reporting	is	a	prestigious	
national award recognizing conformance with the highest standards for preparation of state and 
local government popular reports.

In	order	to	receive	an	Award	for	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Popular	Annual	financial	reporting,	
a government unit must publish a Popular Annual Financial Report, whose contents conform to 
program standards of creativity, presentation, understandability, and reader appeal.

An	Award	for	Outstanding	Achievement	in Popular	Annual	Reporting	is	valid	for	a	period	of	one	
year only. We believe our current report continues to conform to the Popular Annual financial 
Reporting	requirements,	and	we	are	submitting	it	to	GFOA.
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•	 Board	of	County	Commissioners,	Port	Authority	and	Civic	Center	Authority

•	 Clerk	of	the	Circuit	Court	&	Comptroller	

•	 Property	Appraiser	

•	 Sheriff

•	 Supervisor	of	Elections

•	 Tax	Collector

This report also provides an overview of the areas of 
responsibility for each county department and the 
Constitutional	Officers.

The financial information presented here is in 
summarized form, and does not substitute for the 
County’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR). The CAFR outlines the County’s financial 
position and operating activities for the year in great 
detail and in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting	principles.	Our	Popular	Report	includes	
condensed information from its statement of net 
assets and a condensed statement of activities 
with previous year comparative data as well as an 
overview of county functions and historical data. 
This Popular Report, because of its summary 
nature, does not conform to generally accepted 
accounting principles and associated reporting 
standards set forth by applicable governing 
bodies.

The presentation reflects county operations 
divided	into	two	major	categories:	
governmental and business-type.

Governmental activities are those primarily supported by tax dollars for services such as libraries, emergency 
medical services, law enforcement and transportation. The governmental category can be further subdivided between operations 
and	 capital	 activities.	 Capital	 project	 activities	 are	 dollars	 spent	 to	 construct,	 acquire	 or	 improve	 major	 facilities	 of	 the	
government.

Business-type	activities	offer	goods	and	services	of	the	county	for	sale	and	are	intended	to	be	self-supporting.	Examples	are	Port	
Manatee and the County’s water and sewer system.

THE PoPular rEPorT ProvidES aN ovErviEw
oF THE oPEraTioNS oF

MaNaTEE CouNTy’S CoNSTiTuTioNal oFFiCES:

About this Report

This report also provides an overview of the areas of 
responsibility for each county department and the 

The financial information presented here is in 
summarized form, and does not substitute for the 
County’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR). The CAFR outlines the County’s financial 
position and operating activities for the year in great 
detail and in conformity with generally accepted 

includes
condensed information from its statement of net 
assets and a condensed statement of activities 
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The Board of County Commissioners and the Clerk of Circuit Court and Comptroller share in the fiscal responsibility of Manatee County. The Commission and 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller are separately elected constitutional officers and vested with separate powers, according to Florida law. This 
separation of power provides checks and balances within the county government to help safeguard the assets of the county.

The Board of County Commissioners is responsible for adopting an annual budget for all departments under the commissioners. The budget is prepared by 
the	Department	of	Financial	Management	and	presented	to	the	commissioners	for	approval.	The	budget	governs	expenditures	by	the	departments.	It	is	illegal	
for department managers to exceed their budget.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller is responsible for safeguarding Manatee County assets and is personally liable for any losses due to illegal 
payments.	A	key	part	of	this	responsibility	is	the	control	of	county	funds.	Only	the	Clerk	can	disburse	funds.	Before	monies	are	disbursed,	all	expenditures	go	
through a rigorous pre-audit process. The Clerk must ensure that all expenditures are legal, budgeted and in compliance with county policies and procedures. 
As an extension of these responsibilities, the Clerk’s office also prepares the financial statements of the county.

Manatee County is a non-charter county established under the Constitution and the laws of the State of Florida. The Board of County Commissioners is the 
legislative body for Manatee County and is made up of seven residents elected by county voters. The commissioners’ offices are in the County Administrative 
Center where public meetings are held. The commissioners also serve as the Port Authority and the Civic Center Authority boards. 

In	addition	to	the	seven	County	Commissioners,	voters	elect	five	constitutional	officers:	Clerk	of the	Circuit	Court	and	Comptroller,	Property	Appraiser,	Sheriff,	
Supervisor	of	Elections	and	the	Tax	Collector.

Encompassing	740	square	miles,	Manatee	County	has	six	incorporated	cities	within	its	borders:	Anna	Maria,	Bradenton,	Bradenton	Beach,	Holmes	Beach,	
Longboat	Key	and	Palmetto.	Each	is	governed	by	city	councils	elected	by	residents	of	the	respective	city.	

Manatee County Government

Fiscal ResponsibilityFiscal Responsibility
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The following graphs provide comparative, government-wide information, 
giving a broad overview of Manatee County’s financial position for both 
its governmental and business-type activities. The values are computed 
under similar financial rules as private sector financial statements. 
Governmental activities are those primarily supported by tax dollars 
for services such as public safety, transportation, human services and 
general government. Business-type activities offer goods and services 
for sale and are intended to be self-supporting through the charges for 
those goods and services.

Total net assets are comprised of three categories; invested in capital 
assets net of related debt, restricted net assets and unrestricted net 
assets. The value of all of the County’s capital assets, net of accumulated 
depreciation and any debt outstanding that is associated with their 
purchase or construction, make up the category of invested in capital 
assets net of related debt. Restricted net assets are those assets that have 
a restriction placed on them, typically by third parties; unspent bond 
proceeds and related debt and funds set aside for the payment of debt 
are good examples of these asset types. Unrestricted net assets make up 
the last component of net assets, representing the resources that are 
available to finance the County’s on-going operations.

These graphs show the County’s assets, liabilities, and net assets. 
Changes in net assets over time are an indication of an improving or 
deteriorating financial position. Both governmental and business-type 
activities had an increase in total net assets from September 30, 2009 to 
2010, reflecting a positive and stable fiscal position for the County.

In the adjacent graph depicting the changes in net assets, we can see 
that Manatee County’s governmental activities are at levels close to those 

Financial Reporting
of 2009. Donation of infrastructure and continued spending to improve 
our technology systems and expand our citizens’ parks, roadways and 
drainage systems increased capital assets by $30 million. 

The business-type activities of Manatee County show near-consistent 
amounts in the several categories from the prior year’s amounts, with 
the exception of the capital assets and invested in capital assets net 
of related debt. Continued capital spending by the utilities system for 
capacity enlargement, connectivity and processing improvements, and 
the purchase of a second mobile cargo crane at the Port of Manatee led 
to an increase in capital assets of $29 million. The category of invested 
in capital assets net of related debt increased $35 million due to the 
acquisition of the aforementioned and other capital assets.

The use of bond proceeds to pay for ongoing construction projects 
decreased current and other assets by $16 million. Long term liabilities 
also decreased $8 million as Utility system bonds became due and 
were paid in fiscal year 2010. The Port refinanced $10 million of 
commercial paper due in 2010 through the Florida Local Government 
Finance Commission. This refinancing did not result in either a loss or 
economic gain. Additional long term liabilities were recorded for other 
post employment benefits and landfill closure costs.

Continued on next page…

$0

$100,000

$200,000

$300,000

$400,000

$500,000

$600,000

$700,000

$800,000

$900,000

Current &
Other Assets

Capital
Assets

Long-term
Liabilities

Other
Liabilities

Invested in
Capital Assets
Net of Related

Debt

Restricted
Net Assets

Unrestricted
Net Assets

2010 2009

$5
12

,3
28

$9
14

,4
89

$2
06

,5
12

$2
06

,5
12

$5
0,

95
2

$5
0,

95
2

$8
08

,4
72

$5
,9

67
$5

,9
67 $3

54
,9

14$4
98

,7
91

$9
44

,5
61

$2
02

,9
34

$2
02

,9
34

$5
5,

87
7

$5
5,

87
7

$8
00

,5
17

$6
,2

06
$6

,2
06

$3
77

,8
18

$1,000,000

$0

$110,000

$220,000

$330,000

$440,000

$550,000

$660,000

$770,000

Current &
Other Assets

Capital
Assets

Long-term
Liabilities

Other
Liabilities

Invested in
Capital Assets
Net of Related

Debt

Restricted
Net Assets

Unrestricted
Net Assets

2010 2009

$880,000

$2
01

,3
46

$2
01

,3
46

$2
01

,3
46

$7
94

,7
64

$1
92

,8
25

$1
92

,8
25

$1
92

,8
25

$3
1,

59
3

$3
1,

59
3

$6
51

,2
48

$9
,3

60
$9

,3
60

$1
11

,0
84

$1
11

,0
84

$1
85

,5
67

$1
85

,5
67

$1
85

,5
67

$8
24

,3
87

$1
85

,1
56

$1
85

,1
56

$1
85

,1
56

$2
9,

80
1

$2
9,

80
1

$6
86

,6
34

$9
,7

65
$9

,7
65 $9

8,
59

8
$9

8,
59

8

GOVERNMENTal aCTIVITIES
(in thousands of dollars)

BUSINESS-TYPE aCTIVITIES
(in thousands of dollars)



8

Financial Reporting continued
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The following comparative, government-wide Condensed Statement of Activities and related graphs present the revenues, expenses and changes in net assets. 
Total	revenues	decreased	by	$55	million	and	total	expenses	decreased	by	$19	million	from	the	prior	year,	indicating	that	Manatee	County	has	felt	continued	
financial impact from the reduction in real estate values and the economic downturn, as has the rest of the country. 

Program revenues consist of charges for services, operating grants, capital grants and contributions. General revenues consist of property taxes, other taxes, 
state	revenue	sharing,	interest	income,	miscellaneous	revenues,	debt	forgiveness	and	intergovernmental	transfers.	Other	expenses	for	governmental	activities	
consist of physical and economic environment, human services, culture and recreation functions, interest payments on debt and intergovernmental transfers. 
Other	expenses	for	business-type	activities	encompass	the	transit	system,	golf	courses	and	convention	center	activities	and	intergovernmental	transfers.	

Overall,	both	expenses	and	revenues	declined	for	the	current	year.	Lower	collections	of	property	taxes,	sales	taxes	and	the	decline	in	interest	rates	and	fees	
related to construction activity negatively impacted the County’s General revenues. The recession has continued to severely impact construction activity in the 
county	which	correlated	into	charges	for	services	declining	by	$8	million,	countered	by	increases	in	fees	generated	by	licenses	and	permits.	Total	expenses	
decreased	$19	million	from	the	prior	fiscal	year,	as	the	County	implemented	additional	cost-reduction	strategies.	Continued	spending	for	general	government,	
public	safety	and	utilities	activities	accounted	for	70%	of	the	expenses	in	the	current	year.

Revenues 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009

Program revenues $    85,241 $    108,377 $    172,822 $ 183,136 $    258,063 $    291,513

General revenues 266,906 288,501 5,888 6,585 272,794 295,086

Total revenues 352,147 396,878 178,710 189,721 530,857 586,599

Expenses

General government 75,383 85,233 – – 75,383 85,233

Public safety 144,624 147,808 – – 144,624 147,808

Transportation 37,815 37,844 – – 37,815 37,844

Utilities – – 122,819 121,759 122,819 121,759

Port Authority – – 16,109 14,400 16,109 14,400

Other 79,137 87,095 16,477 16,794 95,614 103,889

Total expenses 336,959 357,980 155,405 152,953 492,364 510,933

Changes in net assets 15,188 38,898 23,305 36,768 38,493 75,666

Beginning net assets 1,169,353 1,130,455 771,692 734,924 1,941,045 1,865,379

Ending net assets $ 1,184,541 $ 1,169,353 $    794,997 $ 771,692 $ 1,979,538 $ 1,941,045

MaNaTEE CouNTy STaTEMENT oF aCTiviTiES
(in thousands of dollars)

governmental activities business-type activities total
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FY2010 FY2009 FY2008

General government $72,199 $76,706 $79,409

Public safety $136,132 $139,465 $143,042

Physical environment $5,154 $5,778 $7,442

Transportation $25,401 $24,404 $22,740

Economic environment $16,857 $16,488 $15,543

Human services $25,594 $28,635 $28,561

Culture and recreation $15,741 $18,051 $18,451

Debt service $19,589 $41,344 $26,413

Capital projects $43,655 $36,209 $47,146

General
Government
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Recreation

4.4%Debt Service
5.4%

Capital
Projects

12.1%

rEvENuES (in thousands)
Miscellaneous

1.4%
Ad Valorem Taxesalorem Taxesalorem T

54.5%

Interest Income
1.6%

Licenses & Permits
3.8%

Other TaxesOther TaxesOther T
8.2%

Fines &
Forfeitures

.40%

Charges for
Services

11.0%

Intergovernmental
19.1%

Governmental funds are used to account for tax supported activities. The classifications of certain financial transactions are recorded per fund accounting 
requirements. The primary differences between the government-wide statement of revenues and expenses on the preceding pages and the governmental fund 
statistics	on	this	page	are:

GOVERNMENT	FUND	REVENUES	include	all	proceeds	from	the	sale	of	capital	assets,	but	exclude	donations,	net	revenue	of	internal	service	funds	and	certain	
deferred revenues.

GOVERNMENT	FUND	EXPENDITURES	 include	capital	outlays	 for	 the	acquisition	of	new	assets,	expenditures	 for	debt	 issuance	costs	and	 the	repayment	of	
principal of long term debt, but exclude deferred expenses and annual depreciation and amortization charges.

Revenues	 in	 the	 general	 governmental	 funds	 decreased	 by	 $20	 million	 from	 the	 prior	 fiscal	 year,	 with	 $19	 million	 of	 the	 decrease	 attributable	 to	
collecting	less	ad	valorem	taxes	because	of	reduced	assessed	property	values.	Charges	for	services	declined	$3	million,	due	in	part	to	a	50%	reduction	
of	construction	related	impact	fees.	Interest	income	also	decreased	by	$8	million	as	the	rate	of	return	was	less	favorable	and	the	County	continued	to	
expend	cash	for	capital	projects.	These	decreases	were	offset	by	an	increase	of	$9	million	from	fiscal	year	2009	of	Intergovernmental	revenues	for	state	
revenue sharing distributions and grant funding.

Most	 governmental	 functions	 saw	 significant	 decreases	 from	 fiscal	 year	 2009	 expenditures	 as	 the	 County	 continued	 downsizing	 efforts.	 Total	 general	
governmental	fund	expenditures	decreased	by	$30	million	from	the	prior	fiscal	year.	In	particular,	general	government	and	public	safety	functions	experienced	
a	combined	$8	million	decrease.	Debt	service	expenditures	decreased	by	$22	million	due	to	a	non	recurring	early	payoff	of	$21	million	of	Florida	Local	
Government	Finance	Commission	loans	during	the	prior	fiscal	year.	These	decreases	were	offset	by	increased	Capital	project	expenditures	of	$7	million	over	
2009	expenditures	as	the	County	purchased	right	of	way	parcels,	began	major	road	construction	and	expansion	projects,	continued	with	repaving	projects	
throughout the area and made additional investments to upgrade park facilities throughout the County.

FISCAL YeAr 2010

FISCAL YeAr 2010

EXPENdiTurES (in thousands)

General Government Funds

FY2010 FY2009 FY2008

Ad valorem taxes $189,299 $208,545 $226,446

Other taxes $24,434 $27,148 $27,080

Licenses and permits $13,128 $11,198 $5,895

Intergovernmental $66,247 $57,118 $60,167

Charges for services $38,374 $41,491 $56,538

Fines and forfeitures $1,480 $3,157 $4,047

Interest income $5,727 $14,162 $19,169

Miscellaneous $4,902 $4,466 $4,848
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The	office	of	the	Clerk	of	Circuit	Court,	an	elected	public	trustee,	was	established	by	the	Florida	Constitution	over	150	years	ago.	Responsible	for	926	separate	
duties, the Clerk is accountable to the citizens of Manatee County, not to any elected official, thereby creating a system of “checks and balances” at the county 
level that has served the public well.

The	Clerk	oversees	a	complex	organization	that	performs	a	wide	range	of	record	keeping,	information	management	and	financial	management	in	the	judicial	
system and county government.

The	Clerk	serves	as	the:

•	Chief	Financial	Officer,	accountant	and	auditor	to	the	Board	of	County	Commissioners,	Port	Authority	and	Civic	Center	Authority.

•	Custodian	of	public	records,	public	funds	and	public	property.

•	Clerk	of	the	Circuit	and	County	Courts	12th	Judicial	District.

•	Collector	and	distributor	of	court	fines	and	fees,	child	support	and	alimony	payments	and	statutory	assessments.

•	Custodian	of	court	records	and	ensures	that	the	courts’	orders,	judgments	and	directives	are	carried	out	within	the	parameters	allowed	by	law.

R.B.	“Chips”	Shore	has	served	as	Manatee	County	Clerk	of	the	Circuit	Court	and	Comptroller	since	1976.	During	his	tenure	as	Clerk,	a	number	of	his	major	
initiatives have involved incorporating technology and automating operations.

Clerk of the Circuit Court
and Comptroller

FiNaNCE

The	Finance	Department	is	responsible	for	carrying	out	the	Clerk’s	duties	
as the county’s chief financial officer and comptroller for the Board of 
County Commissioners, Port Authority and Civic Center Authority. Those 
duties include pre-auditing disbursements made on behalf of the county. 
He	 may	 refuse	 to	 sign	 and	 deliver	 a	 county	 warrant	 for	 any	 unlawful	
expenditure.

The	 Finance	 Department	 also	 processes	 payroll	 for	 the	 Board	 and	 the	
Clerk, manages the county’s investment portfolio, maintains the records and 
conducts annual physical inventories of capital assets for the Board, Clerk, 
Property	Appraiser,	 Supervisor	of	 Elections	 and	Tax	Collector	 and,	 as	 the	
accountant to the Board, prepares financial reports.

Each	year,	the	Finance	Department	produces	the	County’s	Comprehensive	
Annual Financial Report, the Public Utilities System Annual Financial 
Report, the Manatee County Port Authority Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report, as well as individual statements and reports for the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court.

Clerk’s Accounting

Clerk’s Accounting serves as a central collection point for all funds received 
at	the	courthouse	by	the	Clerk’s	Office	and	remits	these	funds	to	appropriate	

government agencies. Payments range from traffic fines to child support 
payments to fees for marriage licenses and ceremonies. Clerk’s Accounting 
also operates a cashiering office in the County Administration Center and 
collects	payments	for	various	county	departments	such	as	Utility	Operations	
and the Building and Planning departments. 

ENTErPriSE CoNTENT

The Clerk of the Court is the official record keeper of all instruments 
required	 by	 law	 to	 be	 recorded.	 Official	 records	 are	 documents	 such	
as deeds, leases, mortgages, tax warrants, evictions or other documents 
relating to the ownership, transfer or encumbrance of real or personal 
property.	 Examples	 of	 other	 types	 of	 documents	 recorded	 in	 the	 official	
records	are	such	 items	as	 judgments	entered	by	 the	courts,	 tax	 liens,	and	
bankruptcy petitions and orders.

Official	record	documents	are	electronically	scanned,	indexed	and	made	
available on the Clerk’s Internet site, www.ManateeClerk.com, upon 
being recorded. The indexing of documents allows various searchers to 
review the history of property or legal documents and cases involving a 
person or business.

The Clerk is also responsible for storing and destroying, as approved by law, 
the records of various court and county departments.
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iNTErNal audiT

Internal	auditing	is	an	independent,	objective	assurance	and	consulting	activity	designed	to	add	value	and	improve	an	organization’s	operations.	As	
a	service	to	management	and	the	taxpayers	of	Manatee	County,	the	Internal	Audit	Department	measures	and	evaluates	the	operational	efficiency	and	
effectiveness of various Manatee County departments and agencies. They evaluate internal controls as well as compliance with a complex environment 
of federal, state and local laws, regulations, policies, and procedures. They report to the Board of County Commissioners, the County Administrator, 
and the public on how well Manatee County departments comply with these rules. In addition, the Internal Audit department provides consulting 
services to Manatee County departments that include independent analysis, review, and recommendations for new and continuing processes upon 
management’s request. 

The	 Internal	Audit	department	 is	 also	 staffed	with	Certified	Fraud	Examiners	(CFE)	who	can	professionally	 investigate	allegations	of	 fraud,	 irregularities,	
abuse,	other	illegal	acts,	and	employee	misconduct.	Employees	reporting	suspected	wrongdoing	are	protected	by	the	Whistle	Blower’s	Act	from	retaliation	
by	management	and	other	employees.	Reporting	may	be	done	anonymously	using	the	department’s	fraud	hotline	at	(941)	742-5938,	or	by	using	an	on-line	
fraud reporting form.

CourTS

The Florida Constitution charges the Clerk 
of the Court with the responsibility of 
maintaining the records of both the circuit 
and county courts, and ensuring that the 
court’s	orders,	 judgments	and	directives	
are carried out within the parameters 
allowed by law. The Clerk’s office does 
this by processing new cases, preparing 
court dockets, attending all criminal 
proceedings and recording disposition 
of cases, determining indigence, 
collecting criminal fines, pursuing 
financial recovery, and preparing and 
recording	judgments.

The Clerk is required by law to 
summon	 jurors	 who	 are	 needed	 in	
trial	 courts	 and	 pay	 the	 jurors	 for	
their service.

Circuit court cases include criminal 
felonies,	 juvenile	 delinquencies	
and dependencies, probate, 
guardianships, civil actions such 
as divorces, adoptions, child 
support, mortgage foreclosures 
and	suits	over	$15,000.

County court cases include non-criminal traffic and misdemeanors such as shoplifting, 
reckless driving, battery, assault, driving under the influence, and civil cases such as small claims, evictions and suits 
under	$15,000.

Criminal, civil and traffic court case management information is available on-line on the Clerk’s website, http://www.ManateeClerk.com.

The Florida Constitution charges the Clerk 
of the Court with the responsibility of 

County court cases include non-criminal traffic and misdemeanors such as shoplifting, 



12

CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT
Child Support Enforcement began operation under the Clerk in 1985, when 
collections were approximately $5,000 per month. That figure has grown to 
over $2 million per month.

Staff attorneys represent the Department of Revenue in civil litigation 
involving paternity establishment, child support establishment, modification 
and enforcement. This department handles cases in which the custodial 
or non-custodial parent lives either in Manatee County, Florida, another 
state, or a foreign country where reciprocal agreements exist for child 
support services.

By law, these services are provided to parents or caretaker relatives who 
receive public assistance, Medicaid and/or food stamps for the child in their 
care. Parents not receiving such assistance may contract for those services 
free of charge.

Child support enforcement for non compliant parents can be done through 
several methods such as drivers’ license suspension, wage withholding 
and interception of Internal Revenue Service refunds, unemployment 
compensation and lottery winnings. Child support staff are partnering with 
the Department of Revenue on the development of a new statewide child 
support system that will better automate parent location searches and 
financial processing. Phase I of the new system was implemented in the 
spring of 2006 and development of Phase II is in progress.

Funds paid for court-ordered support cases are collected through the 
State’s central depository that processes and disburses the fund to the 
custodial parent.

CITIZENS REVIEW
Sponsored by the Clerk’s Office, Citizens Review is a volunteer program in 
which panel members review the cases of the abused and neglected children 
of Manatee County and report their findings to a judge.

The goal of the program is to provide a safe, loving and permanent home 
for the children. The volunteers achieve this goal by making sure that 
all services available to the families are offered, by holding all parties 
responsible for their specific task dictated by the case plan, by keeping the 
lines of communication open and by ensuring that no child remains in the 
system longer than necessary. 

TEEN COURT aND TEEN COURT TOO
Teen Court and Teen Court Too were established by the Clerk to provide 
early intervention of young offenders to prevent a pattern of criminal 
behavior. 

Children, ages 10-17 who meet certain criteria are referred to the 
programs by the Juvenile Assessment Center, the State Attorney’s Office, law 
enforcement agencies, juvenile court and school resource officers. Teen 
Court and Teen Court Too volunteers, who are in elementary, middle and 

Programs and Services
high school, perform the roles of prosecuting and defense attorneys, clerks, 
bailiffs and jury. Local attorneys, who volunteer their time, act as the judge 
and are the only adults directly involved in the proceedings.

Offenders accept the consequences of their acts through community service, 
serving on jury duty for other Teen Court cases and any other disciplinary 
measures sanctioned by the Teen Court jury. In 2010, 350 children 
successfully completed Teen Court and Teen Court Too and contributed over 
11,511 community service hours to the community. An additional 253 youth 
volunteers donated over 3,322 hours of volunteer time to the community.

VIOLENCE PROTECTION
The Clerk’s Violence Protection Advocate division provides assistance to 
victims of domestic and repeat violence. They help victims by explaining 
the procedures involved in filing a petition, processing the temporary 
injunction, attending the hearing for final injunction and requesting 
modifications, reporting violations of repeat violence and assisting in the 
criminal prosecutions.

HISTORICaL RESOURCES
The Historical Resources division is responsible for the management of the 
Manatee Historical Village Park, Historical Records Library, the Palmetto 
Carnegie Library and Historical Park, the Agriculture Museum and the 
Florida Gulf Coast Maritime Museum at Cortez. Visitors to the Manatee 
Historical Village Park experience the lifestyles of pioneer families. The 
park includes the first county courthouse, a sugar cane mill, a pioneer 
farm, a boat works, a schoolhouse, a steam train, a blacksmith shop and 
a church as well as the Wiggins General Store. Many of the structures have 
been moved to the park and carefully maintained or restored as closely as 
possible to their original state.

Built in 1918, the Carnegie Library served as Bradenton’s public library 
until 1978. To preserve the early records of Manatee County and to make 
them available to historians and genealogists, it was re-opened in 1979 
by the Clerk as the Historical Records Library. It was the first archival 
library of its kind in Florida. Deed books, marriage licenses, probate 
files and count commission records, as well as court minute books, are 
archived there.

The Palmetto Carnegie Library holds the histories of many families and 
businesses. Several restored buildings surround the Carnegie Library and 
together make up Palmetto Heritage Park.

Both Carnegie Libraries, in Bradenton and Palmetto, were required by 
the Andrew Carnegie Foundation to have a basement, unusual for most 
structures in Florida. It is also rare to have two Carnegie libraries so close 
to each other. It is believed the grants were given because both communities 
were thriving in the early part of the century. However, without a connecting 
bridge, the two cities remained isolated and each required its own library.

The Manatee County Museum of Agriculture highlights the important role 
agriculture has played in our community. At the museum, visitors can 
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CLERK OF thE CIRCUIt COURt COURt COUR
2010  2009

Budget $ 12,361,252 $ 13,629,720
Expenditures $ 11,420,787 $ 11,313,988

explore the past through photographs, machinery, exhibits, slides and video presentations.

The	 Florida	 Gulf	 Coast	 Maritime	 Museum	 at	 Cortez	 is	 housed	 in	 the	 recently	 renovated	 1912	 Cortez	 Schoolhouse.	 The	 museum	 is	 dedicated	 to	 the	
gathering,	presentation	and	interpretation	of	the	Florida	Gulf	Coast	Maritime	Heritage,	with	special	emphasis	on	the	historic	fishing	village	of	Cortez	as	
a traditional maritime community within the greater context of Florida’s maritime history, in general and the natural world. The museum opened to the 
public	in	December	2007.

Support 
Services
Board rECordS
Board Records maintains the records of the 
official	actions	of	20	boards	and	committees	
in Manatee County. This includes taking 
minutes of the board meeting and keeping the 
official records, as well as files and exhibits 
of official actions. Board Records keeps 
electronic minute books, scan documents, and 
offers on-line verification of those minutes and 
documents. These actions improve the on-line 
availability of the records to the public.

ClErk’S TECHNoloGy 
SErviCES
Clerk’s Technology Services plans, assembles 
and maintains the information systems needed to 
support the duties of the Clerk of the Court in a 
timely efficient manner. The department’s director, 
analysts, programmers, technicians and support staff 
ensure that the Clerk’s computer system and software 
applications fulfill present needs, as well as plans for 
the future.  

EMPloyEE rElaTioNS
The	Employee	Relations	Department	is	responsible	for	all	Human	Resource	functions	within	the	Clerk’s	Office.	From	recruiting	new	employees	to	training	and	
supporting	staff,	Employee	Relations	maintains	productive	working	relationships	with	Clerk	employees.	The	Employee	Relations	Department	also	administers	
policies,	programs	and	benefits	packages,	looking	for	new	approaches	and	innovative	practices	in	all	areas	of	HR	management	to	help	develop	the	Clerk’s	
employees’ full potential for serving the citizens of Manatee County.

offers on-line verification of those minutes and 
documents. These actions improve the on-line 

Clerk’s Technology Services plans, assembles 
and maintains the information systems needed to 
support the duties of the Clerk of the Court in a 
timely efficient manner. The department’s director, 
analysts, programmers, technicians and support staff 
ensure that the Clerk’s computer system and software 
applications fulfill present needs, as well as plans for 
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ProPErTy aPPraiSEr
CHARLES E. HACKNEY
•	 Annually	appraises	real	and	tangible	personal	property	in	Manatee	County
•	 Maintains	current	property	ownership	records	for	assessment	purposes
•	 Maintains	the	county	section	maps	and	aerial	photos
•	 Administers	all	property	tax	exemptions	
•	 Produces	the	ad	valorem	tax	roll	annually
•	 Provides	data	updates	at:	www.Manateepao.com

SHEriFF
W. BRAD STEUBE
•	 Provides	law	enforcement	services	to	Manatee	County
•	 Responsible	for	all	county	inmate	care,	custody	and	control
•	 Provides	bailiffs	and	security	for	court	system
•	 Provides	countywide,	specialized	explosive	response	capability
•	 Conducts	 education	programs	 at	 the	 jail	 (LIFE-Leading	 Inmates	 to	 Future	Employment)	 to	 train	 inmates	 in	 a	 trade	 to	 enhance	 their	 return	 to	 society	

after	their	release	from	jail,	i.e.	diesel,	engine	repair,	meat	processing,	horticulture,	GED	classes,	auto	body	repair/paint,	hydroponics,	aquaculture	(fish	
farming), custom garment and sewing, mattress production and grist mill operation

•	 Provides	support	(22	deputies)	to	the	Manatee	County	School	System	through	the	School	Resource	Officer	Program
•	 Provides	Special	Team	Support,	Special	Weapons	and	Tactics	(SWAT),	Dive	Team,	Marine,	Aviation,	Mounted	Patrol,	CERT/TACT	as	requested	to	city	law	

enforcement	jurisdictions
•	 Contracts	with	DCF	to	provide	child	protection	services
•	 Provides	sexual	predator	unit	to	monitor	sexual	offenders
•	 Maintains	comprehensive	emergency	services	unit	to	respond	to	natural	disasters
•	 Operates	an	accredited	corrections	officer	training	academy
•	 Provides	Sheriff’s	Patrol	TV	show,	Community	E-Watch,	Traffic	hotline,	Teen	Challenge	Driver	Training,	Citizens	Academy
•	 Road	Gangs	for	County	maintenance
•	 For	additional	information	visit:	www.ManateeSheriff.com

SuPErviSor oF ElECTioNS
ROBERT “BOB” SWEAT
•	 Registers	voters	and	maintains	accurate	voter	registration	files
•	 Educates	voters
•	 Expanded	website:	www.votemanatee.com
•	 Conducts	all national, state, local and special taxing district elections
•	 Uses	the	Accu-Vote	2000,	state	certified	optical	scan	voting	system
•	 All	precincts	equipped	with	disability	compliant	voting	equipment
•	 Provided	electronic	poll	book	at	all	precincts	and	early	voting	sites	beginning	with	the	2006	Primary	Election
•	 Registered	voters	in	2010:	201,663
•	 Eligible	voters	in	the	last	general	election	(November	2008):	206,220
•	 Eligible	voters	in	the	last	primary	election	(August	2010):	202,436

PROPERTY APPRAISER
2010  2009

Budget $ 3,880,866 $ 3,804,438
Expenditures $ 3,819,278 $ 3,742,547

SHERIFF 
2010  2009

Budget $102,545,574 $110,581,181
Expenditures $ 96,727,346 $100,120,568

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 
2010  2009

Budget $ 2,536,440 $ 2,232,592
Expenditures $ 1,645,471 $ 1,781,435

Other Constitutional Officers
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TAX COLLECTOR
2010  2009

Budget $ 7,507,771 $ 7,872,991
Expenditures

TaX CollECTor
KEN BURTON, JR.
•	 Collects	ad	valorem	taxes
•	 Collects	tourist	development	taxes
•	 Registers	and	titles	vehicles,	boats	and	motor	homes
•	 Issues	disabled	parking	permits
•	 Issues	hunting	and	fishing	licenses
•	 Provides	Florida	driver	license	services	and	transfers	of	valid	out-of-state	driver	licenses
•	 $4.6	million	in	unused	revenue	returned to	the	County
•	 Handles	voter	registration	applications
•	 Services	available	on	website:	www.taxcollector.com

   - Renew vehicle, vessel or mobile home registrations
   - Pay property taxes
			-	Obtain	hunting	and	fishing	licenses
   - Pay tourist development taxes

The	Board	of	County	Commissioners	governs	Manatee	County.	 It	has	seven	members:	one	elected	 from	each	of	 five	districts	and	 two	elected	at-large	 for	
alternating four-year terms. The members select their chairman and vice-chairman for one-year terms.

Board	meetings	are	held	Tuesday	at	9	a.m.	and	are	open	to	the	public.	The	Commissioners	also	sit	as	the	Manatee	County	Port	Authority	and	Civic Center	
Authority, and elect officers separately for those entities.

The board makes policy decisions, which are implemented by an appointed county administrator who directs the activities of employees. 

The Board of County Commissioners budgets and provides funding for the various county departments and the operations of the constitutional officers. Fees 
collected by the Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller and the Tax Collector provide funding for the budgets of those offices.

DONNA HAYES, Chairperson
Larry Bustle     Gwendolyn Brown     John Chappie     Ron Getman    Joe McClash     Carol Whitmore

Board of County Commissioners

$ 7,507,771 $ 7,872,991
$ 7,438,476 $ 7,683,980
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and	141,000	residents	made	office	visits,	phone	calls,	or	email	contact	for	
consultation.	 Trained	 volunteers	 contributed	 30,000	 hours	 (16	 FTE’s)	 of
volunteer service.

BuildiNG
The	 Building	 Department	 monitors	 and	 regulates	 construction	 to	 protect	
public health and safety. The department reviews building permit applications 
and accompanying documents for consistency with all applicable codes. It 
licenses contractors and disciplines those who violate building laws. The 
department	 imposes	 penalties	 on	 non-licensed	 activity,	maintains	 the	 100	
year-flood plan and conducts building inspections.

CoMMuNiTy SErviCES
The	 Community	 Services	 Department	 identifies,	 assembles	 and	 provides	
both directly and via agency contract, an array of social service programs 
and resources designed to meet the most fundamental needs of Manatee 
County’s youth, elders, and socially and economically disadvantaged 
citizens.	This	Department	has	the	following	three	divisions:

HUMAN	SERVICES	DIVISION	administers	more	than	$27.4	million	in	funds	to	
a variety of not-for-profit agencies and community based services. They also 
administer	 $3.0	 million	 in	 grant	 revenues	 and/or	 contracts	 for	 a	 number	
of	 federally	 and	 state	 mandated	 human	 service	 programs.	 PROBATION	
supervises misdemeanor cases and provides assistance to the Manatee 
County	criminal	justice	system	through	other	support	services	to	the	courts.	
VETERAN	SERVICES	DIVISION	assists	the	county’s	military	veterans	and	their	
dependents with health care needs and the filing of other benefits claims as 
well as transportation for medical treatment.

CoNvENTioN aNd viSiTorS BurEau
The	 Convention	 and	 Visitors	 Bureau	 promotes	 the	 beauty	 and	 beaches	 of	
Manatee County, nationally and internationally, as a destination for business 
and personal travel. It also manages the Manatee County Convention & Civic 
Center	 and	 the	 Powel	 Crosley	 Estate	 which	 facilitates	 approximately	 264	
events annually.

adMiNiSTraTioN
The county administrator is appointed by the Board of County Commissioners 
to implement the policies and programs established by the Board. The 
administrator oversees all county staff and departments and is responsible 
for managing County programs, facilities and services to residents. Public 
relations, intergovernmental relations, legislative affairs and the Citizen’s 
Action	Center	are	coordinated	through	the	County	Administrator’s	Office.

Significant goals of the County include continuing to provide excellent 
customer service to the public while at the same time downsizing government 
spending to reflect the downward trend in revenue collections over the past 
several	years.	Various	departmental	user	fees,	such	as	for	planning,	building	
and animal services are being analyzed to better align the cost of providing 
services	 to	 the	 people	who	 are	 using	 the	 services.	 A Port	 Encouragement	
Zone	 and	 General	 Development	 Plan	 are	 being	 reviewed	 and	 updated	 to	
better accommodate economic development opportunities within the County. 
The County is also attempting to obtain Green Government Certification from 
the Florida Green Building Coalition.

aGriCulTurE & rESourCE CoNSErvaTioN
The	 Agriculture	 and	 Resource	 Conservation	 Department	 serves	 the	 citizens	
of Manatee County with research based information through educational 
programming and the application of best management practices on farms and 
in urban settings. These programs through the partnerships with the Institute 
of	Food	and	Agriculture	Sciences	(IFAS)/University	of	Florida	Extension	Service	
and	 the	 United	 States	 Department	 of	 Agriculture	 (USDA)	 Natural	 Resource	
Conservation Service enable citizens to solve problems and to capitalize on 
opportunities be it through increased agricultural production, energy and water 
conservation, responding to environmental issues and concerns, providing 
information	 for	 families	 or	 through	 the	 4-H	 Youth	 program.	 Citizen	 Advisory	
committees assist in the development, implementation and evaluation of the 
educational	emphasis	for	each	subject	matter	area.	

While	 less	 than	 50%	 of	 Manatee	 County	 lands	 are	 zoned	 agriculture,	 the	
estimated	 economic	 value	 of	 Agriculture	 to	 the	 county	 is	 $651	 million	
per year. Agriculture significantly and consistently contributes to the local 
economy even more when other industries like tourism and construction 
are down. Agriculture continues to provide significant “green space” and 
environmental	habitats	for	residents	to	enjoy.	Manatee	County	ranks	in	the	
top	ten	in	Florida	and	top	100	in	the	Nation	in	agricultural	sales,	producing	
40%	of	the	tomatoes	grown	in	Florida,	which	in	turn	produces	70%	of	all	
fresh market tomatoes grown in the US.

Additionally, the department addresses issues affecting homeowners such as 
the environmental impact of their decisions through landscape applications 
of fertilizers and pesticides and watering issues such as runoff and 
conservation.	In	2010,	over	36,000	residents	participated	in	learning	events	

ADMINISTRATION 
2010  2009

Budget $ 2,703,442 $ 2,676,519
Expenditures $ 2,379,873 $ 2,504,938

AGRICULTURE & RESoURCE ConSERvSERvSER ATIon
2010  2009

Budget $ 1,249,167 $ 1,302,296
Expenditures $ 1,136,820 $ 1,215,981

BUILDING 
2010  2009

Budget $ 4,223,340 $ 5,256,739
Expenditures $ 4,160,142 $ 4,725,207

GENEral GovErNMENT oPEraTioNS

COMMUNITY SERVICES
2010  2009

Budget $ 4,101,373 $ 4,217,470
Expenditures $ 3,796,986 $ 3,722,054

County Departments

CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU
2010  2009

Budget $ 4,020,619 $ 3,301,472
Expenditures $ 3,053,000 $ 2,747,054
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CouNTy aTTorNEy
The	County	Attorney’s	Office	functions	as	an	in-house	law	firm	with	a	staff	
of lawyers, providing legal advice and representation before state and 
federal courts and administrative agencies on behalf of the Board of County 
Commissioners,	its	departments	and	offices.	Its	Risk	Management	Division	
works to reduce the County’s exposure to liability, enhance the safety of 
County employees and the public and functions as an in-house insurance 
operation	 under	 the	 County’s	 Self-Insurance	 Ordinance	 in	 evaluation	 and	
adjusting	 claims	 made	 against	 the	 County.	 The	 County	 Attorney	 reports	
directly to the Board of County Commissioners.

FiNaNCial MaNaGEMENT
The	Financial	Management	Department	develops,	reviews	and	implements	
the county budget, capital improvements program and related county 
policies. The department works closely with county departments, the 
county administrator and the Board of County Commissioners in all 
areas of financial management. It provides procurement services for 
county departments and other agencies. They also oversee impact fee 
administration, which monitors and collects impact fees, which are one-
time charges assessed when new homes or businesses are built or when 
existing homes or businesses are expanded.

HuMaN rESourCES
The	 Human	 Resources	 Department	 implements	 the	 Equal	 Employment	
Opportunity	(EEO)	Policy	of	 the	Board	of	County	Commissioners,	recruits	
and monitors candidates for County employment, maintains personnel 
records, and is responsible for retirement counseling and assistance. 
It also	 performs	 job studies	 and	 salary	 surveys	 to	 maintain	 the	 County’s	
Classification	and	Pay	Plan,	administers	the	Drug-Free	Workplace	Program	
and coordinates county-wide programs that inform, educate, motivate and 
recognize the achievements of the County’s employees.

iNForMaTioN SErviCES
Information Services is responsible for providing multiple forms of 
technology to Manatee County Government and the citizens of Manatee 
County in order to meet their informational needs. The department manages 
services	 that	 support	 the	 Countywide	 Technology	 Program,	 800	 MHz	
Radio Program, Telecommunications Program and the PC Purchase and 
Replacement Program. The County-wide Technology program provides full 
support	to	all	Board	of	County	Commissioner	Departments	and	varying	levels	
of support to other elected officials’ offices. 

NaTural rESourCES
The	Natural	Resources	Department	manages	over	30,000	acres	of	County	
preserved lands and coastal resources. It is responsible for acquisition, 
restoration and passive recreational development of environmentally-
sensitive	land	and	oversees	various	projects	such	as	beach	renourishment,	
phosphate mining regulation, blueways, greenways, boat ramps, artificial 
reefs, navigation aids and abandoned vessel removal. The department 
protects ground water through its involvement with governmental permits 
related to pollutant storage tanks, hazardous waste, water wells and 
mining and shell pit operations. Collecting air and water quality 
monitoring data helps gauge the effectiveness of County environmental 
protection programs. 

NEiGHBorHood SErviCES
The	 Neighborhood	 Services	 Department	 nurtures	 the	 establishment	
of new neighborhoods, assists with the revitalization of existing or 
aging	 neighborhoods	 and	 provides	 Economic	 Development	 Growth	
throughout	 Manatee	 County.	 The	 Department	 provides	 administrative	
and	 policy	 leadership	 for	 six	 divisions:	 Economic	 Development,	
Neighborhood	 Planning,	 Code	 Enforcement,	 Nuisance	 Abatement,	
Community	 Development	 and	 Library	 Services.	 These	 divisions	 are	
funded	under	four	budget-supported	programs.	The	LIBRARY	SERVICES	
PROGRAM	 manages	 five	 library	 branches	 and	 the	 Central	 library,	
which provide countywide literacy services for citizens of all ages. The 
COMMUNITY	 DEVELOPMENT	 PROGRAM	 is	 home	 to	 Board	 approved	
targeted neighborhoods with predominately large populations of low 
income residents, blighted conditions and a minimal economic base. 
The department coordinates Federal, State, and local grant programs 
emphasizing redevelopment and capital improvements in these areas. 
Housing	rehabilitation,	a	 large	portion	of	 the	program’s	work,	 focuses	
on	 Affordable	 and	 Workforce	 Housing	 for	 income	 eligible	 citizens	
through	 the	use	of	State	Housing	 Initiative	Partnership	Program	funds.	
The	ECONOMIC	DEVELOPMENT	PROGRAM	provides	a	 strong	emphasis
on	job	retention	and	job	creation	through	the	rapid	response	program.	
Working	 with	 local	 businesses,	 more	 that	 1,300	 new	 quality	 jobs	 will	
be created through a local incentive program over the next five years. 
The	14th	Street	and	South	County	Community	Redevelopment	Areas	are	
managed by staff and advisory boards in their respective areas, and have 
established improvement plans to stimulate economic development 
and	 upgrade	 poor	 conditions.	 Neighborhood	 mapping	 is	 provided	
and	 the	 electronic	 Neighborhood	 Connections	 service	 keeps	 residents	
aware	of	 important	 information.	The	NEIGHBORHOOD	 IMPROVEMENT	
PROGRAM	 combines	 the	 services	 of	 Code	 Enforcement	 and	 Nuisance	
Abatement to combat overgrown lots, abandoned vehicles, enforce land 
development codes, support the red light running program and oversee 
pain management clinic registration. Residents receive assistance with 
nuisance properties and potential criminal behavior reporting through a 
Court Watch program designed to keep repeat offenders from returning 
to menace their neighborhoods. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
2010  2009

Budget $ 1,820,995 $ 1,839,060
Expenditures $ 1,784,168 $ 1,778,755

COUNTY ATTORNEY
2010  2009

Budget $ 2,310,942 $ 2,370,032
Expenditures $ 2,162,338 $ 2,241,409

HUMAN RESOURCES
2010  2009

Budget $ 1,171,571 $ 1,138,334
Expenditures $ 1,023,580 $ 1,020,772

INFORMATION SERVICES
2010  2009

Budget $ 10,966,161 $ 13,744,774
Expenditures $ 9,232,156 $ 11,721,650

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 
2010  2009

Budget $ 11,491,382 $  12,604,947
Expenditures $ 9,385,796 $  10,628,258

NATURAL RESOURCES
2010  2009

Budget $ 2,446,509 $ 2,053,490
Expenditures $ 1,830,606 $ 1,911,751



18

ParkS aNd rECrEaTioN
The	 department	 has	 four	 divisions:	 RECREATION	 supervises,	 coordinates	
and	 implements	 county	 recreational	 programs	 and	 facilities.	 PARKS	
MAINTENANCE	 provides	 maintenance	 to	 44	 park	 and	 recreation	 sites	
covering	over	1,000+	acres;	43	non-park	facilities,	11	community	centers	
and	maintains	 2.6	miles	 of	 beaches.	 The	GOLF	COURSE	division	provides	
two eighteen hole golf courses for year-round play with clubhouse and pro-
shop	facilities.	FISCAL/ADMINISTRATIVE	SERVICES	provides	administrative,	
contract management, policy guidance and oversight for recreational 
programs, personnel, budget and fiscal management.

PlaNNiNG
The	 Planning	 Department	 is	 responsible	 for	 maintaining	 the	 County’s	
Land	 Development	 Code	 and	 the	 Comprehensive	 Plan	 for	 unincorporated	
Manatee County. They implement the zoning laws and coordinate the 
development review process, which includes multi-agency reviews of 
proposed developments. 

ProPErTy MaNaGEMENT
The	 Property	 Management	Department	 consists	 of	 four	 primary	 divisions:	
BUILDING	MANAGEMENT	maintains	and	manages	County	facilities	providing	
electrical, air conditioning, plumbing and maintenance services and is 
responsible for the mail and courier services for the County departments 
and	 Constitutional	 Offices.	 CONSTRUCTION	 SERVICES	 completes	 minor
construction	 and	 renovation	 projects	 and	 provides	 vertical	 construction	
management	resources	for	County	owned	facilities.	PROPERTY	ACQUISITION	
manages land purchases, easements, land exchanges, leases, vacations 
and	 acquisition	 of	 property	 for	 capital	 improvement	 road	 projects	 for	 all	
County	needs.	The	SURVEY	DIVISION	provides	survey	services	for	all	County	
departments and ensures compliance with State and County rules and 
regulations for recorded plats.

PuBliC SaFETy
The Public Safety department’s mission is to “serve its community with 
compassion, honor and commitment”. The department is comprised 
of	 seven	 divisions:	 ANIMAL	 SERVICES	 enforces	 state	 and	 local	 animal	
control statutes and ordinances, shelters impounded animals, promotes 
responsible pet ownership through education of owners on spay/neuter 
and leash rules, and facilitates adoptions through its own programs and 
those	of	its	“animal	rescue”	partners	in	the	community.	An	EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS	 CENTER	 provides	 comprehensive	 911	 service	 to	 the	
community, dispatches fire and emergency medical services resources, 
and	 coordinates	 dispatch	 of	 law	 enforcement	 agencies	 through	 its	 911	
network.	 EMERGENCY	 MANAGEMENT	 plans	 for	 and	 assists	 in	 response	

to any disaster, man-made or natural, including public training and 
assistance to County agencies, municipalities, and their agencies in the 
development	 of	 “continuity	 of	 operations”	 (COOP)	 plans.	 EMERGENCY	
MEDICAL	 SERVICES	 provides	 full	 time	 emergency	 medical	 technicians	
and paramedic staff, including around-the-clock “advanced life-support” 
medical	 services.	 MARINE	 RESCUE	 is	 responsible	 for	 protecting	 the	
safety	 and	 enjoyment	 of	 our	 beautiful	 beaches	 for	 all	 our	 residents	 and	
visitors.	 COUNTY	 SWITCHBOARD	 answers	 telephone	 calls	 from	 citizens
and employees of all agencies and ensures calls get to the callers’ desired 
destination.	The	SECURITY	DIVISION	provides	oversight	to	the	installation	
and implementation of county wide access control systems, including video 
surveillance of common public facilities such as parks and bus terminals. 
They also provide funding to local law enforcement for augmented security 
at County parks and facilities. 

PuBliC workS dEParTMENT
The	Public	Works	Department	is	comprised	of	administrative	services	as	
well	as	twelve	divisions	within	three	operational	business	centers:

Administrative Services
ADMINISTRATION	 supports	 the	 Public	 Works	 Director	 and	 Deputy	
Directors	in	all	clerical	aspects	of	their	positions.	EMPLOYEE	RESOURCE	
CENTER	coordinates	personnel	matters	and	acts	as	an	emergency	liaison	
with	 the	 County	 Emergency	 Operations	 Center.	 FISCAL	 OPERATIONS	
provides support relative to the financial management of all cost centers 
of	the	Department.

Engineering Services
ROAD/BRIDGE	 ENGINEERING	 performs	 engineering	 for	 Capital	
Improvement	 Projects	 (CIP)	 projects	 involving	 roadway,	 sidewalk,	 and	
intersection	 improvements,	 along	 with	 CAD	 operations.	 They	 serve	 as	
design	support	and	permitting	for	Field	Maintenance,	Traffic	Engineering,	
Stormwater,	 Utilities	 Operations	 and	 Planning.	 UTILITY	 ENGINEERING	
performs development utility plan review, CIP design and conflict 
resolution engineering, and utility master planning while supporting 
Utility	 Field	 Operations,	 Road/Bridge	 and	 Stormwater	 Engineering,	 and	
Utilities	 Planning,	 and	 providing	 CAD	 support,	 permit	 preparation	 and	
water/wastewater	computer	modeling.	STORMWATER	MANAGEMENT	has	
multi-faceted tasks ranging from review, approval, permitting, inspection 
and recertification activities related to stormwater facilities, public and 
private development plans, and growth management. They provide permit 
acquisition and design services for County and various federal and state 
agency	 sponsored	 CIP	 projects,	 review	 and	 approve	 no-rise	 certificates	
for	 FEMA	 floodway	 improvements,	 participate	 in	 renewing	 the	 FEMA	
Community Rating System for flood insurance discounts, and ensure 
NPDES	 permit	 compliance	 for	 the	 EPA.	 INFRASTRUCTURE	 INSPECTIONS	
DIVISION	is	responsible	for	the	inspection	of	all	horizontal	construction,	
which	 includes	 commercial	 and	 development	 projects, CIP,	 access	 and	
drainage	 for	 commercial	 projects,	 zoning	 inspections,	 encroachments	
and	final	approval	of	commercial	water	meters.	PROJECT	MANAGEMENT	
DIVISION	 is	 responsible	 for	 overseeing	 all	 phases	 of	 Manatee	 County’s	
roadway, potable water, waste water, reclaimed water, stormwater and 
landfill	Capital	Improvement	Projects	(CIP)	from	the	onset	of	planning	to	
the	completion	of	the	project.

PARKS AND RECREATION
2010  2009

Budget $ 10,124,417 $ 11,478,921
Expenditures $ 8,752,066 $ 10,067,401

PLANNING
2010  2009

Budget $ 3,084,104 $ 4,286,164
Expenditures $ 2,635,412 $ 3,987,698

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
2010  2009

Budget $ 11,769,520 $ 12,255,293
Expenditures $ 10,809,949 $ 10,434,230

PUBLIC SAFETY 
2010  2009

Budget $ 20,575,203 $ 20,711,703
Expenditures $ 19,238,946 $ 19,616,815
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Transportation Management
TRANSPORTATION	 SYSTEMS	 MANAGEMENT	 is	 responsible	 for	 analysis	
and development of the County’s thoroughfare roadway system, review of 
all development proposals for transportation issues, management of the 
County’s concurrency tracking system, and development of the County’s 
computerized	transportation	modeling	network.	TRAFFIC	ENGINEERING	is	
responsible for the design and review of traffic plans (signing, pavement 
marking, signals and traffic calming), the collection, collation and analysis 
of traffic data (crash histories, traffic volume counts etc.), conducting 
traffic studies and operation and maintenance of all traffic signal 
controllers, cabinets, and fixed variable message sign displays. They also 
manage the newly installed County-wide Advanced Traffic Management 
System	(ATMS).	TRAFFIC	OPERATIONS	is	responsible	for	sign	installation	
and maintenance, pavement marking, and construction and maintenance 
of traffic signals, street and flashing lights and variable message signs 
within the County road system. 

Field Operations Services 
FIELD	 MAINTENANCE	 is	 responsible	 for	 maintaining,	 repairing	 and	
improving	 approximately	 1,342	 miles	 of	 roadway	 and	 related	 rights-
of-way,	 including	 82	 miles	 of	 unpaved	 roads.	 There	 are	 over	 1,716	
acres of right-of-way that County forces mow several times annually. In 
addition, sidewalks, curbs, median landscaping, culverts, catch basins, 
and roadside drainage pipe require continual repair and improvement. 
The labor force is enhanced with the assignment of road gangs as part 
of	 a	 cooperative	 program	with	 the	 Sheriff’s	Office.	 Field	Maintenance	 is	

also	 responsible	 for	maintenance	of	 over	 149	miles	
of canals, in addition to all of canals, in addition to all 

roadside ditches, retention ponds, storm water pipes, numerous off-road 
pipes and associated structures, which includes cleaning, restoration, 
mitigation and capital construction. They provide first responder road 
clearing	teams	following	tropical	weather	systems.	FLEET	SERVICES	is	an	
internal service division that operates a County-wide fleet management 
program. The division consists of four geographically separated repair 
and	 service	 facilities	 with	 three	 Parts	 Distribution	 Centers	 supporting	
management and maintenance services for vehicles and construction 
equipment items. They collect and analyze data such as vehicle repair, 
utilization, and life cycle costs while managing the vehicle replacement 
process to maintain a safe and efficient vehicle fleet. Their small engine/
turf equipment repair facility maintains and repairs small engine and light 
turf equipment with an unmanned material distribution center at this 
facility.	 FUEL/	 INVENTORY	 OPERATIONS	 is	 responsible	 for	 maintaining	
goods and materials used by all of the divisions within Public Works. Staff 
manages inventory for pre and post storm events, products and personal 
safety	items	for	use	by	Field	Operations	and	Traffic	Operations	Divisions,	
and are the focal point for disposing of County-wide surplus items. They 
are	 responsible	 for	 fuel	 management	 and	 distribution	 of	 over	 2	 million	
gallons	of	gasoline	and	diesel	annually	 from	160	fuel	storage	 tanks	with	
capacity	for	400,000	gallons.	Customers	include	all	County	departments,	
the	 Sheriff’s	 office,	 School	Board,	 and	 Fire	Rescue.	 Staff,	 available	24/7	
to respond to fueling problems as a vital service to the Public Safety 
contingency operations, coordinates fueling services during such events. 

BCC CourT FuNdiNG
The Board of County Commissioners funds various 
costs to assist in the support of the state court system in 
addition to those costs expended by the Clerk of Circuit 
Court, including court costs, court administration costs, 
Public	Defender	and	State	Attorney	costs.	

BCC COURT FUNDING 
2010  2009

Budget $ 3,209,193 $ 2,704,412
Expenditures $ 2,780,880 $ 2,324,512 

PUBLIC WORKS
2010  2009

Budget $ 19,427,474 $ 21,922,565
ExpendituresExpenditures $ 18,149,335 $ 18,720,272
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PuBliC uTiliTiES SySTEM
The	County	provides	utility	services	through	various	operational	and	fiscal	management	divisions	under	a	number	of	county	departments.	In	1991,	the	County	
combined its existing Water and Wastewater Systems, Solid Waste System and Stormwater Management System into one public utility. 

The	UTILITIES	DEPARTMENT	operates	 the	County’s	water,	wastewater	and	solid	waste	systems.	The	Water	Division	operates,	maintains	and	monitors	 the	
County’s drinking water supply, treatment facility, laboratory, distribution system including meter reading and water conservation efforts. The Wastewater 
Division	includes	pumping	stations,	gravity	and	force	main	lines	and	three	regional	treatment	plants	that	process	wastewater	into	effluent	usable	for	urban	
and agricultural irrigation. The operation and maintenance of the Lena Road Landfill, scalehouse and recycling program are provided through the Solid 
Waste	Division.	Customer	service,	billing	and	collections	services	for	water,	wastewater	and	solid	waste	customers	are	provided	through	the	Utilities	Business	
Operations	division.

The	PUBLIC	WORKS	DEPARTMENT	through	the	Stormwater	Division	maintains	and	ensures	the	flood	carrying	capacity	of	the	Stormwater	drainage	system	and	
develops	and	implements	the	Stormwater	Management	Plan.	The	department	also	provides	engineering	services	for	utilities	projects,	reviews	constructions	
plans, and also provides survey locations and record support services for the Utilities System. 

The	 INFORMATION	 SERVICES	 DEPARTMENT	 develops	 and	 maintains	 a	 digital	 base	 of	 geo-referenced	 information	 about	 the	 County’s	 public	 utilities	
infrastructure and produces graphic display of the information.

The	AGRICULTURE	AND	RESOURCE	CONSERVATION	DEPARTMENT	administers	the	water	conservation	education	program	for	the	County	Utilities	System.

The Public Utilities System’s capacity to pay the principal and interest due on its bonds is referred to as “revenue bond coverage.” Although the system is 
required	to	maintain	revenue	bond	coverage	of	115%,	fiscal	year	2010’s	coverage	was	173%.

CoNvENTioN CENTEr
The Manatee County Convention & Civic Center provides meeting space for trade shows, sporting events, exhibitions, conferences and private parties. The 
Powel	Crosley	Estate	provides	conference	space	and	an	indoor/outdoor	venue	for	both	public	and	private	events.	Both	facilities	are	managed	by	the	Convention	
and	Visitors	Bureau.

PUBLIC UTILITIES SYSTEM 
2010 2009

Operating revenues and interest income $ 128,066,070 $ 133,371,999
Grant and Contributions $ 15,278,956 $ 23,290,829
Total expenses $ (99,039,987) $ (100,491,542)
   Excess of revenues over expenses $ 44,305,039 $ 56,171,286
Transfers from Unincorporated Services Fund $ 1,782,483 $ 1,953,237
Transfers to General Fund, Grant Fund
   and 2004 Transp Rev Bd $ (3,966,406) $ (3,889,763)
Depreciation $ (23,990,566) $ (21,933,388)
   Net after depreciation $ 18,130,550 $ 32,301,372

CONVENTION CENTER
2010 2009

Operating revenues and interest income $ 1,377,666 $ 1,357,983
Grant and Contributions $ 10,111 $ –
Total expenses $ (1,936,422) $ (2,048,809)
   Excess of expenses over revenues $ (548,645) $ (690,826)
Subsidy from Tourist Development and General Funds $ 2,652,306 $ 1,237,847
Transfers to Building Capital Projects $ (340,000) $ –
Depreciation $ (369,639) $ (366,660)
   Net after depreciation $ 1,394,022 $ 180,361

Proprietary Operations
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GolF CourSES
The	PARKS	AND	RECREATION	DEPARTMENT	manages	the	county’s	two	golf	courses:	Manatee	County	and	Buffalo	Creek.	Each	course	is	an	18-hole	facility,	
which operate as a separate and distinct proprietary enterprise. The courses provide residents and visitors with year-round access to golf, clubhouse and 
pro-shop facilities. 

TraNSiT SySTEM
The	 COMMUNITY	 SERVICES	 DEPARTMENT	 oversees	 the	 operation	 of	 the	 transit	 system.	 This	 proprietary	 operation	 serves	 the	 general	 public	 with	 bus	
transportation and provides prioritized trips for social service agencies as well as door-to-door transport services for the elderly, disabled and other eligible 
passengers on an advanced reservation basis. 

PorT MaNaTEE
Port	Manatee	is	the	fourth	largest	of	Florida’s	14	deepwater	seaports.	As	the	major	shipping	gateway	to	our	community,	the	Manatee	County	Port	Authority	
manages	the	1,100-acre	facility,	which	is	home	to	the	importing	and	exporting	of	many	agricultural	and	industrial	products.	It	hosts	shipments	of	orange	juice	
and	other	citrus	juices	and	beverages,	forestry	products,	bananas,	melons,	aluminum,	steel,	paper	products,	linerboard,	wood	pulp,	petroleum	products,	
construction-grade aggregate, cement and fertilizer.

The	Port	facility	expansion	program	continues.	The	current	focus	is	on	improvements	to	the	South	Port	area	which	would	include	dredging	adjacent	to	Berth	
12	and	the	construction	of	an	intermodal	container	yard.	The	dredging	project	will	provide	deep	water	access	to	Berth	12	and	phase	I	of	the	intermodal	
container	 yard	 will	 be	 constructed	 adjacent	 to	 Berth	 12.	 Both	 of	 these	 projects	 are	 expected	 to	 commence	 in	 the	 next	 fiscal	 year.	 Completion	 of	 these	
projects,	coupled	with	the	recent	acquisition	of	a	second	mobile	harbor	crane	will	significantly	expand	the	Port’s	operating	capacity	and	further	diversify	into	
containerized cargoes.

The Port Authority has loans and revenue bonds payable outstanding. The bonds 
are secured by and are solely payable from pledged revenues of the Port, primarily 
net operating revenues, state sales tax funds, and investment earnings. The Port 
Authority has committed in its bond authorization resolution to maintain certain 
financial ratios while these bonds are outstanding.

TransiT sysTem 
2010  2009

Operating revenues and interest income $ 1,112,485 $ 1,058,497
Grant and Contributions $ 7,861,394 $ 7,664,081
Total expenses $ (9,740,219) $ (9,947,413)
   Excess of expenses over revenues $ (766,340) $ (1,224,835)
Subsidy from Transportation Fund $ 4,305,916 $ 5,399,305
Depreciation $ (1,387,837) $ (1,168,509)
   Net after depreciation $ 2,151,739 $ 3,005,961

PORT MANATEE 
2010  2009

Operating revenues and interest income $ 12,265,913 $ 11,307,295
Grant and Contributions $ 4,982,572 $ 3,160,100
Total expenses $ (11,423,089) $ (10,107,277)
   Excess of revenues over expenses $ 5,825,396 $ 4,360,118
Transfer of sales tax revenue $ 446,500 $ 446,500
Depreciation $ (4,706,615) $ (4,295,032)
   Net after depreciation $ 1,565,281 $ 511,586

Golf Courses MANATee CouNTY BuffAlo CreeK
2010  2009 2010  2009

Operating revenues and interest income $ 1,518,819 $ 1,843,456 $ 1,316,263 $ 1,519,875
Total expenses $ (1,652,159) $ (1,769,638) $ (1,271,188) $ (1,432,187)
   Excess of revenues over expenses $ (133,340) $ 73,818 $ 45,075 $ 87,688
Depreciation $ (96,107) $ (112,338) $ (160,673) $ (170,267)
Transfer between golf courses $ – $ (50,752) $ – $ 50,752
   Net after depreciation $ (229,447) $ (89,272) $ (115,598) $ (31,827)
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2010 CaPiTal ProjECTS

CAPITAL PROJECTS 2010  2009

Beaches $ 893,327 $ 342,942

Buildings 6,455,758  13,891,421

Parks 10,208,236  7,682,612

Roads & drainage 27,934,994  19,365,245

Port Manatee 6,195,395  2,993,881

Water and sewer 33,006,997  31,227,844

Solid waste 783,013  1,903,900

   Total $ 85,477,720 $ 77,407,845

2009 CaPiTal ProjECTS

Buildings
Parks

Roads &
Drainage Port

Manatee Water &
Sewer Solid

Waste

Beaches

Capital Project Expenditures

Buildings
Parks

Roads &
Drainage Port

Manatee Water &
Sewer Solid

Waste

Beaches
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During	fiscal	year	2010,	the	County’s	investment	portfolio	ranged	from	$620	to	$750	million.	Although	most	of	this	money	is	obligated	to	various	projects,	it	
is invested to provide interest income that is budgeted as a revenue source. The Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller invests this money according to a 
written investment policy approved by the Board.

This policy dictates how the County’s money or portfolio can be invested. The policy first assures that any investments are of a minimum risk. Although 
sometimes higher interest rates are bypassed to do this, the primary concern is to prevent any principal being lost through unsafe investments. The policy also 
assures liquidity, or that cash will be available as needed to pay any bills. The third criteria to be considered is yield or interest rate. If risk and liquidity are 
the	same	for	different	investments,	the	final	selection	will	be	based	on	the	highest	yield.	During	fiscal	year	2010,	the	Clerk’s	office	maintained	their	Standard	
&	Poor	rating	of	“AAAf”	for	credit	quality	and	“S1+”	volatility	rating	on	the	County’s	portfolio.	This	indicates	that	the	County’s	portfolio	is	one	of	the	highest	
rated funds in the United States. 

The	Clerk	invests	frequently,	diversifying	the	portfolio	to	generate	the	highest	yield	possible.	During	fiscal	year	2010,	the	investments	made	by	the	Clerk	
earned	an	average	of	1.23%	and	generated	$9.3	million	in	investment	earnings.	The	chart	below	is	a	breakdown	of	the	portfolio	at	fair	value,	by	types	
of investments.

INVESTMENTS (expressed in thousands)

Local Government Surplus Trust Funds $ 80,777 12.94%

Public Funds NOW 5,007 0.80%

Florida Local Government Investment Trust  59,363 9.51%

Institutional Cash Fund 83,030 13.30%

Certificates of Deposit 87,000 13.93%

Commercial Paper 2,519 0.40%

US Treasury Securities 127,913 20.49%

US Government Instrumentalities 178,805 28.63%

   Total $ 624,414 100.00%

Commercial
Paper
.40%

US Treasury
Securities

20.49%

US Government
Instrumentalities

28.63%

Local Government
Surplus Trust Funds

12.94%

Public Funds
NOW
.80%

Certificates of
Deposit
13.93%

Florida Local Government
Investment Trust

9.51%

Institutional
Cash Fund

13.30%

MaNaTEE CouNTy iNvESTMENT PorTFolio

Investment Policy
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TotalTotalT
16.5845

7.5063

7.6140

0.7368
0.7274

2008 2006

TotalTotalT
15.0610

6.3949

7.3720

0.6832
0.6109

COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD OTHER UNINCORPORATED MSTUUNINCORPORATED MSTUUNINCORPORA

2007

TotalTotalT
15.3418

6.3869

7.6660

0.6780
0.6109

TotalTotalT
15.3154

TotalTotalT
15.2480

6.4247

7.5910

0.6888
0.6109

6.4083

7.5410

0.6878
0.6109

2010 2009

Taxpayer Assessed Value Estimate of Tax Amount
1. Florida Power and Light Company $    762,373  $ 11,822
2. Tropicana Manufacturing Company, Inc. 331,125 5,804
3. Gulfstream Natural Gas System LLC 173,946 2,657
4. Verizon Florida, Inc. 152,650 2,491
5. Manatee Memorial Hospital 82,502 1,621
6. Gulf Coast Factory Shops 98,735 1,512
7. Mosaic Fertilizer LLC 85,554 1,310
8. Bright House Networks 77,419 1,250
9. Peace River Electric Co Op, Inc. 77,092 1,182
10. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 62,694 1,106

   Totals  $ 1,904,090 $ 30,755

ProPErTy TaX raTES

PriNCiPal ProPErTy TaXPayErS
(amounts expressed in thousands)

aSSESSEd valuES
(amounts expressed in thousands)

Fiscal Year Net Assessed Value Tax Collections
2001 14,236,264 100,798
2002 16,227,554 112,834
2003 18,583,897 131,503
2004 21,156,037 149,271
2005 24,759,022 170,682
2006 30,735,678 196,309
2007 34,453,086 236,989
2008 33,493,766 226,446
2009 28,673,792 208,502
2010 $   24,844,685 $ 189,299

Other Financial Data



Clerk of the CirCuit Court
manatee county courthouse
1115 manatee ave. West
bradenton, Florida 34205
www.manateeclerk.com
(941) 749-1800

Other Clerk Services Locations:

Child Support enforCement
the professional building
1023 manatee ave. West
bradenton, Florida 34205

Child Support
Judicial center
enforcement Hearings
1051 manatee ave. West
bradenton, Florida 34205

hiStoriCal reCordS library
(carnegie library)
1405 Fourth ave. West
bradenton, Florida 34205

manatee Village hiStoriCal park
1404 manatee ave. east
bradenton, Florida 34208

palmetto Carnegie library
palmetto Historical park
515 tenth ave. West
palmetto, Florida 34221

florida gulf CoaSt maritime 
muSeum at CorteZ
4415 119th street West
cortez, Florida 34215

board of County
CommiSSionerS
administrative center
1112 manatee ave. West
bradenton, Florida 34205
www.mymanatee.org
(941) 748-4501

property appraiSer
915 Fourth ave. West
bradenton, Florida 34205
www.manateepao.com
(941) 748-8208

Sheriff
600 U.s. Highway 301 boulevard West
suite 202
bradenton, Florida 34205
www.manateesheriff.com
(941) 747-3011

SuperViSor of eleCtionS
600 U.s. Highway 301 boulevard West
suite 108
bradenton, Florida 34205
(941) 741-3823

tax ColleCtor
819 U.s. Highway 301 boulevard West
bradenton, Florida 34205
www.taxcollector.com
(941) 741-4800

Other Tax Collector Services Locations:

lakewood ranch
6007 111th street east
bradenton, Florida 34211

north river
4333 U.s. Highway 301 n.
ellenton, Florida 34222

palma sola
7411 manatee ave. West, suite 200
bradenton, Florida 34209

Label images courtesy of Jim Thielen and the Manatee County Agricultural Museum
Designed and produced by Michael Hamlin, Hamlin Design, www.hamlindesign.com

How to Contact
Manatee County Government
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