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Since its formation, agriculture has been a 
stabilizing force and a major contributor to the 
economy of Manatee County. Produce is consumed 
locally as well as shipped throughout the nation and 
the world. Manatee County’s rich farmlands and 
temperate climate allow growers to produce food 
throughout the year. While the area is blessed with 
warm temperatures and fertile soil, the agricultural 
industry battles many pressures including an 
abundance of pest and weather problems, increasing 
urbanization, foreign competition, and state and 
federal rules and regulations. In spite of these 
challenges, Manatee County’s agricultural industry 
continues to thrive. The annual impact of agriculture 
on the economy of Manatee County is estimated at 
over $500 million, and Manatee County ranks in the 
top ten of Florida’s sixty-seven counties in agricultural 
sales. Early commodities in Manatee County included 
turpentine, tobacco, sugarcane, cotton, pineapple, 
lettuce, tomatoes and gladiolus. Of that list, today, 
only tomatoes and gladiolus are produced in 
Manatee County, but they are joined by a number 
of other types of produce including an assortment 
of vegetables and fruit, citrus, hay, and ornamental 
horticulture including trees, turf, plants and flowers. 
In addition, aquaculture, livestock and forestry 
contribute to Manatee County’s large agricultural 
industry. The Manatee County Agricultural Museum 
was established in recognition of the importance 
agriculture has played in the development of 
Manatee County and to educate its visitors about 
the county’s products both historic and current. The 
Citrus Packing Labels used as illustrations here were 
donated to the Manatee County Agricultural Museum 
by Jim Thielen. With the labels, growers identified 
their brands and placed them on the ends of the 
wooden packing crates used before cardboard boxes 
became available in the 1960s. The colorful labels 
featured the name of the farmer and the product, 
along with the region where it was grown. The labels 
were an important part of marketing, and as such, 
often featured wonderful art. They illustrate, not only 
the types of produce grown in Manatee County, but 
the importance of agriculture to our economy and to 
our way of life.
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Vegetable production is the number one agricultural commodity in 
Manatee County. Approximately 28,000 acres in production each 
year yield an economic impact of over $373 million. Almost half 
of the farmland is planted in tomatoes. The 12,000 acres grown 
annually account for an estimated impact of $200 million. Florida 
produces seventy percent of all fresh market tomatoes grown in 
the United States and forty percent of Florida’s crop comes from 
Manatee County. An additional 14,000 acres of Manatee County 
farmland are planted in potatoes, cabbage, watermelon, peppers, 
cucumbers, snap beans and strawberries. Packinghouses in Manatee 
County pack and ship everything from tomatoes (round, plum, cherry 
and grape), to peppers, cucumbers and cantaloupe. 

Vegetable Crop Production
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In the late nineteenth century, severe freezes in Central Florida 
pushed large scale citrus growers south into Manatee County. The 
warm waters of Tampa Bay and the Manatee River protected their 
crops from wintry blasts. Over time, Manatee County became one of 
Florida’s major citrus producers ranking tenth in citrus acreage with 
18,548 acres or over two million trees. Because the citrus industry 
faces many threats such as the Medfly, diseases, lower fruit prices and 
conversion of land from agriculture to urban use, total citrus acreage 
has decreased. However, citrus remains an important commodity to 
our area. Manatee County fruit is produced primarily for processing 
in juice or concentrate. Citrus by-products, including citrus peel, are 
made into cattle feed, oils, flavors and essences. 

Citrus Production
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The management’s discussion and analysis and the schedule of funding progress on pages 2 through 
16 and on page 75 are not a required part of the basic financial statements, but are supplementary 
information required by accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  
We have applied certain limited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management 
regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the required supplementary information.  
However, we did not audit the information and express no opinion on it. 
 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the County’s basic financial statements.  The introductory section, combining 
and individual nonmajor fund financial statements and schedules, capital assets used in the operation 
of governmental funds schedules and statistical section are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial statements.  The accompanying schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards and state financial assistance is presented for purposes of additional 
analysis as required by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, 
Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations and Chapter 10.550, Local Governmental Entity 
Audits, Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida, and is also not a required part of the 
basic financial statements. The combining and individual nonmajor fund financial statements and 
schedules, capital assets used in the operation of governmental funds schedules and the schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards and state financial assistance have been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, in our opinion, are fairly stated 
in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole.  The 
introductory and statistical sections have not been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the basic financial statements, and, accordingly, we express no opinion them. 
 

 

    
Shinn & Company, P.A.  LarsonAllen LLP 
Bradenton, Florida  Tampa, Florida 
 
 
November 30, 2010 
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Livestock production utilizes over 200,000 acres in Manatee County. 
Estimates currently include over 53,000 head of beef cattle, 3,000 head of 
dairy cattle and 2,000 horses. Manatee County’s over 470 beef producers 
rank tenth in Florida in number of beef cattle with market receipts of 
over $18 million annually. The dairy industry, though small with only four 
dairies averaging over 500 head per facility, ranks eleventh in the state 
with annual receipts of over $15 million. The equine industry ranges 
from modern-day breeding stables, riding and boarding stables/schools, 
and show horses, to working cow horses on farms and ranches. Feed 
production consists of semi- to well-improved pastures. Over 7,000 acres 
of hay and 2,500 acres of silage and haylage are produced each year.

Livestock and Forage Production
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Ornamental horticulture consists of about 175 nurseries of various 
sizes and is the fastest growing component of the agriculture industry 
in Manatee County. Manatee County ranks ninth in the state in 
ornamental sales at a value of over $74 million. With a value of over 
$18 million, 190 acres of foliage crops and 750 acres of container 
grown woody ornamentals provide landscape materials for the local 
community as well as the southeastern United States. In addition, 
900 acres of field grown trees and shrubs and over 1,000 acres of 
floral crops contribute an estimated value of $10 million. Manatee 
County has over 2,000 acres of sod produced annually. Landscape 
maintenance, pest control companies and retail operations help to 
boost this industry’s value to approximately $245 million. 

Ornamental Horticulture

co
m

b
in

ed
 &

 in
d

ivid
u

a
l Fu

n
d

sta
tem

en
ts &

 sch
ed

u
les



Manatee County
F lo r i da





Manatee County
F lo r i da





















































Manatee County
F lo r i da

































Manatee County
F lo r i da





















Manatee County
F lo r i da





















Manatee County
F lo r i da





Manatee County
F lo r i da









Manatee County
F lo r i da





Manatee County
F lo r i da











Manatee County’s commercial fishing industry annually harvests over 
3 million pounds of fish valued at over $5 million. While the net-ban 
amendment that went into effect in 1995 eliminated inshore fisheries 
and reduced landings of mullet by 70%, fishermen continue to catch this 
Manatee County staple with hand thrown cast nets. Despite hardships 
including the recent oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the fishing Village of 
Cortez, one of the few working waterfronts left in the state of Florida, 
continues to maintain its heritage processing grouper, snapper, shrimp, 
stone crab and blue crabs among other seafood marine products. Manatee 
County has a growing fresh water aquaculture as well with much research 
underway to expand the production of this important food source. 

Commercial Fishing
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Once covered in oak hammocks and pinelands, Manatee County forest land is 
decreasing at an ever increasing rate. With rapid urbanization, the forest product 
commodity is the smallest of Manatee County’s agricultural endeavors. At the turn of 
the twentieth century, a large portion of Manatee County was owned by various timber 
companies and the naval stores industry boomed. Collecting sap from pine trees was a 
hard and often deadly life, but turpentine camps and stills sprung up across the region. 
In the late 1920’s, several state-of-the-art sawmills were also in operation. Today, there 
are only two very small sawmills in Manatee County. The economic impact of forest 
products in Manatee County is hard to estimate. The last comprehensive survey was 
completed in 1990 and showed an overall impact of over $5 million. 

Forest Products
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