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A FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR ITS CITIZENS

Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007
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Manatee County
FLORIDA

When Manatee County’s residents saw the need to construct a new courthouse in 1913, less than 10,000 people lived
within the confines of its 1,313 square miles. The turn of the century brought progress to Manatee County in the form of
electricity, trolley cars, railroads, telephone, telegraph and automobiles. A small courthouse which sat on the corner of
Manatee Avenue and 11th Street West no longer reflected the image Manatee County residents wanted to project.

In 1912, the County Commissioners began planning a new courthouse to be constructed on the central portion of the
property. County officials chose to build of bricks, concrete, metal and glass instead of wood which was popular only
a decade before. They felt that these materials properly portrayed the strong, vibrant community they had become. In
less than twenty one months from the day that county commissioners chose to replace the older wooden courthouse,
officials moved into the new building. Its four stories housed all types of county government and elected officials.

In 1921, Manatee County was reduced to 740 square miles with the creation of Sarasota County. In that smaller area,
however, today live 315,890 residents, and county government spreads far beyond the 1913 courthouse.

Though the numbers are different, the same strengths that formed our county in 1855 support our area today. Just as
the concrete of our courthouse foundation and pillars have survived for almost one hundred years, the many services
offered by Manatee County such as utilities, roads and transportation continue to provide the basic infrastructure of our
county. Metal rods running through the reinforced concrete of the 1913 structure remind us that public safety, building
and planning and financial accountability network within our county to keep citizens safe and the community strong.
Like sunlight entering the glass windows of the courthouse, our vast natural resources and waterways, libraries, parks
and historical resources add beauty and enjoyment to life and Manatee County is committed to preserving them for
future generations.

In the one hundred years since Manatee County residents ushered in a new era of progress and inscribed the name
of their county over the entrances to the new courthouse, many trials and triumphs have impacted our area. Manatee
County, like its courthouse, will grow even stronger with time.
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Clerk of the Circuit Court

e Collected $24.7 million in child support for the children of Manatee County. Manatee County
exceeds state averages for percentage of increases in new support orders and percentage of child
support collected.

e Child Support Enforcement implemented a new automated phone system to assist in directing
calls to the correct work unit and allowing those calls to be answered in the order received.

e The Court departments have implemented upfront scanning. The upfront scanning process scans
in all documents as pleadings are received, allowing all work to be done electronically rather than
paper being handled several times throughout the docketing process. This process has allowed an
employee to work from home for the Civil Traffic division.

e The Violence Protection division aided in the filing of 1,958 injunctions for protection, commonly
referred to as “restraining orders,” for victims of domestic, repeat and dating violence.

e The Department of Financial Recovery (DFR) collected $497,719 in fines and court costs legally
owed this fiscal year. Since its inception in July 2004, the DFR has collected a total of $1,738,640
in fines and court costs which may have gone uncollected.

e Our Indigence Examiners collected $85,848 this year — an increase of $5,382 from last year.
These are monies that previously went uncollected until responsibility was given to the Clerk.

e 422 children ages 10 to 17 successfully completed Teen Court and Teen Court Too and
contributed 15,557 community service hours to the community. An additional 411 youth
volunteers donated 6,264 hours of volunteer time to the community.

e 4,116 Manatee County students participated in the school programs offered at the Manatee Village
Historical Park, the Palmetto Historical Park and the Manatee County Agricultural Museum.

e 1,100 local students participated in the Manatee County History Fair, hosted each year by our
Historical Resources department.

e TFoster Care Citizens Review provided 117 reviews this year of 230 Manatee County children, using
42 volunteers serving on 6 panels.

e Received our 28th consecutive Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting
from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) for our 2006 Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report.

e Received our 9th consecutive GFOA Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual
Financial Reporting for our 2006 Popular Report.



A Message from
Chips Shore

Thank you for your interest in the financial success and stability of our county. As a Manatee County native, I
am delighted each day to enter my office through a door over which is inscribed the words, Manatee County.
This symbol of pride reminds me that in the many years since our community was settled, we have overcome
much adversity to arrive at the place where we are today. Hurricanes, wars, and economic uncertainty were just
as much a part of the everyday life of county residents one hundred and fifty years ago. Yet, just as our 1913
courthouse is still an active, vibrant part of our government, we will endure and grow stronger each day.

I wish I had the blueprints from when our courthouse was built in 1913 for I am sure that they were a
remarkable feat of engineering in their day. Our historic courthouse was one of the first buildings in our area
to be built of reinforced concrete. Just as architectural studies give a builder the plan for completing a building,
this popular report will help you understand our county’s financial performance and well being for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2007. Not all of us can interpret a set of complicated construction drawings and

not all of us want to read a detailed financial report. I hope you will find that this document contains valuable,
summarized information that every resident can use.

Should you desire more information, the Finance Department of the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s Office also
produces the more detailed Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). The CAFR meets stringent
governmental accounting standards and is evaluated by rating agencies to assess Manatee County’s financial
stability, leading to favorable interest and insurance rates.

I am pleased that for the 28th year, our CAFR has received the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association. While the responsibility for the accuracy
of the data lies with me, the recognition of receiving this prestigious award goes to our Finance Department. All
four financial reports prepared by this office; this Popular Report, the CAFR and the Port Manatee and Public
Utilities System reports, are available on-line at www.ManateeClerk.com, on CD or in hardcopy. These reports
are available by contacting our Finance Department at (941) 749-1800 Ext. 6102.

At the Clerk’s Office, we are proud to work within the walls of a historic courthouse that is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. It serves as a reminder of the greatness of our county that began many generations
ago and continues today.

Thank you for taking the time to learn about Manatee County’s financial strengths. If you have comments or
suggestions on how we can improve our Popular Report, please contact my office by phone, (941) 741-4002 or

visit our web site at www.ManateeClerk.com.

Respectfully,

R. B. “Chips” Shore
Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller
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The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) has
given an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial Reporting to
Manatee County, Florida for its Popular Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended
September 30, 2006. The Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial
Reporting is a prestigious national award recognizing conformance with the highest
standards for preparation of state and local government popular reports.

In order to receive an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial
Reporting, a government unit must publish a Popular Annual Financial Report, whose
contents conform to program standards of creativity, presentation, understandability, and
reader appeal.

An Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Reporting is valid for a period
of one year only. We believe our current report continues to conform to the Popular
Annual Financial Reporting requirements, and we are submitting it to the GFOA.
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About This Report

THE POPULAR REPORT PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW
OF THE OPERATIONS OF
MANATEE COUNTY'S CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICES:

Board of County Commissioners, Port Authority and
Civic Center Authority

Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller

Property Appraiser

Sheriff

Supervisor of Elections

Tax Collector

This report also provides an overview of the areas
of responsibility for each county department and the
Constitutional Officers.

The financial information presented here is in
summarized form, and does not substitute for the
County’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).
The CAFR outlines the County’s financial position and
operating activities for the year in great detail and in

conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.

Our Popular Report includes condensed information
from its statement of net assets and a condensed
statement of activities with previous year comparative
data as well as an overview of county functions and
historical data. This Popular Report, because of its
summary nature, does not conform to generally accepted
accounting principles and associated reporting standards
set forth by applicable governing bodies.

The presentation reflects county operations divided into
two major categories: governmental and business-type.

Governmental activities are those primarily supported

by tax dollars for services such as libraries, emergency
medical services, law enforcement and transportation. The
governmental category can be further subdivided between
operations and capital activities. Capital project activities
are dollars spent to construct, acquire or improve major
facilities of the government.

Business-type activities offer goods and services of the

county for sale and are intended to be self-supporting.

Examples are Port Manatee and the County’s water and
sewer system.
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